Background
In 1857, shortly after the invention of the ophthalmoscope, the German physician Gene and locus symbols given are the standard nomenclature adopted by the HUGO/GOB Nomenclature Committee, and can be used to search the GOB or OM 1M databases. Loci marked with a (g) are those for which the genes involved have been identified.
Adjacent loci with bracketed localisations are potentially allelic mutations in the same gene, since the genetic intervals for each overlap. The letters 'ar' and 'ad' stand for autosomal recessive and autosomal dominant. Other abbreviations are as defined in the text.
which 29 are known genes. These are listed by chromosome in Table 1 .
X-linked retinitis pigmentosa
Early RP research focused on large, clearly X-linked Table 2 .
Autosomal recessive RP
Recessive RP was the last category to be studied, because in most cases there is little or no family structure to provide clues as to the whereabouts of the mutation. This Table 1 , and are covered in greater detail elsewhere in this issue.
As with RP, the study of these phenotypes is Recently the gene on 3p implicated in the SCA7 phenotype, involving spinocerebellar ataxia and macular dystrophy, has been cloned.37 Finally it is interesting to note that a locus for atypical vitelliform macular dystrophy on 8q, the first retinal dystrophy linkage ever published, has now been withdrawn.108
Other retinal dystrophies
There remain a number of retinal dystrophies that do not fall neatly into the categories described above. In some cases the distinct pathology of these diseases provided a 
